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— ^ v' wuiRber Vrnst fiingstrasse In Sector of Berlin, office 

of the Katrpfgruppe Gegen UnmenschlichkeitN ^ightine Group Against 
Inhuma nity) , is rapidlj'' beccming a well-knoiTO address for people Y^ho 
Tfave" uf f «r e d at the hands of the Russians in the Eastern Zone, . 

^very day the house is filled vdth men and v/omen who have lost a 
relative s«n«i7here in the -^ast and hope to locate this person with the 
aid of the Kampfgruppe. “Vhile this service is one of the most impor- 
;-ant contributions of the Kampfgruppe, it by no means e;.diausts the 
list of activities sponsored by the group. These may be found in 
their official program which lists the follovrLng purposes of the 
or:';anization ; 
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1. Exposure of all crimes against humanity no matter by 
wh«m or where they were perpetrated, 

2. Giving vddest publicity to all crimes against humanity 
no matter which country is responsible for the same, 

3. Institution of a search service for persons who have 
been arrested or kidnapped in the .Soviet Lone. 

h. Giving advice and support to refugees or other victims 
i of inhumanity from the Soviet Zone,. 

U, Locumentation of crimes against humanity, 
p. Supoort of all persons who use political means in keep- 
! ing up resistance against the reign of terror which 
exists in Eastern Germany. 


Background o f the Kampfgruppe 

The idea of constituting such a group .first arose in the 
summer of I9ii8 when a number of concentration camp inmates ’rere am- 
nestied. It occurred to LAr . Hilc’ebrandt , the originator of the 
Kampfgruppe, that if these persons told of their experiences in the 
camps they w^ould call the world's attention to the fact that con- 
centration camps still exist. It was lUldebrandt ' s contention that 
the concentration camps under Hitler might never have developed so 
extensively if thev had been sufficiently exposed at the formative 
stage. 

In August I9i;8, Lr. I'ildebrandt arranged with the Deraolcra- 
tischer Jugend Verhand to hold a rally .under the motto: "Schvfeigen 

ist .Selbstmord" (to remain silent is suicide). Former concentration 
camp victims spoke on this occasion. The rally reached a large audience 
by being broadcast over RIAS and the NwIR. Immediately requests 
poured in for additional information about the camps, especially about 
individuals in the camps. To ansixer these inquiries, an office r\A~^ 
established at L Hoehman* Strasse in Fecember The volunteers 

who served in this office b^.nded themselves together in the "Kampi- '*y ~ 
gruppe". On 2k 'April 19^9 the Kampfgruppe tool the ne.;t step and was ^ 
officially licensed, by the Kommandantura as a political group "in M 

.greater Berlin", Very recently the Kampfgruppe started to organize “ 
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:>ae^e<i at Goettingen In the British 


« in the ivest. The cen^fl 
t Zone and is led by ir A vqG zvi?7Muehlenv It is also reported that a 
ft) .-roup has been s tarl^-^n ''Tl oI/TtlS" ?one ) which is directed by Kurt 
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A vcord should be said about Dr» RajfTefj Hildebrand t . the 
youthful originator and present head of the Kam^gruppe . The high 
;:!oints of his early life include? study at the '•progressive” .faldorf- 
schule, devotion to Albrocht Haushofer, (see Hildebrandt ' s book: '.i<ir 

slnd di’ Letzten), ard imprisonment for 17 months by the Gestapo on 
Suspicion of high treason. Before starting the Kampfgruppe he was 
unknown. Hildebrandt has a penchant for publicity and manages to keep 
his name in the foreground whenever the Kanpfgruppe is mentioned. By 
nature he se--ms more drawn to artists, musicians, and intellectuals 
generally than to former concentration camp victims. He belongs to 
the Terlij k "Liga fuer Geistesfroiheit” v.'hich is composed largely of 
universil(| ' men, poets, actors and the like. The head of the Liga, Dr. 
Guenthery] irkenf eld, is a co-licensee of the Kampfgrupjje . In Lugus'i 
"oI'TKU ylar lour persons were arrested for attempting to kidnap Dr. 
"ildebrandt. There is no doubt that the Russians would like to have him. 


The 'erlin office of the Kampfgruppe nov/ has a staff of 22 
volunteer workers. A large percentage of these volunteers have them- 
selves spent seme time in Soviet Zone concentration camps, which 
accounts for the long hours which some of them are willing to put in 
at the office. 

There are at present three main departments in the Kampfgruppe: 
the search service, the records section, and the advisory group. 

The Search Service / 

The search service was the first to be esywlished and began 
operations in January I 9 U 9 . It is run by FraeuIeinfHuthreith , forir.er 
inmate of a concentration camp. There are two'typ^ "o'i* I'iie^ . One 
contains the names of persons being s ought j relatives either appear 
personally in Berlin or wite in, giving all data they have, including 
a photograph, of the person who is missing , They also include their 
o'.vn address. In the case of persons from the eastern zone, a western 
zone address is arranged to prevent arousing any suspicion. This file 
nev/ contains 15,112 names. 


The other file of the search service contains the names of all 
persons kriovm to be or to have been 5.n a concentration camp or prison. 
These names are obtained from persons T^ho have been released or who have 
escaped from one of the camps. Each card contains a code name of the 
person who supplied the information. The list of informants is available 
to only three persons in the office. The file no;v emtains 11,485 names, 

As soon as a new name or new information on an old name is 
made available, the Kampfgruppe goes through the file of names of per- 
sons being sought and, if a card is fout^d, th.it person is notified, 
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If the informant is willing, an arrangement for a personal interview 3 a 
made so that further details can be ascertained. In case no card is, 
hand in the file of persons being sought, the name of the identified 
person, if deceased, is broadcast over RIA.3 . This station includes^ 
such names in a special broadcast heard I'ondays and Thursdays at 00ii5 
to 0100. These names are also reprinted in the Neue Zeitung, Earlin 
edition. 


To date, the names of 2,231 concentration camp victims or 
inmates have been communicated to persons who v;ere looking for infor- 
mation about them. The names of 2,680 persons have been broadcast 
ver the radio. 


The Records Section 


The second department is concerned with keeping a careful re- 
cord of all i-iformation that has been uncovered by the Kampfgruppe . 
/hile records have been kept fro-' the very beginning, the department 
was not organized on a scientific basis until a certain Tr. Urban set 
it up in September of this gear, nil information is now cataloged 
according to four main categories: name, location, special group, and 

topic. It is the purpose of this department to supply basic informa- 
tion for Kampfgruppe speeches, broadcasts, nevrepaper releases, pam- 
phlets, and books. It is also intended to produce documentary proof 
of atrocities which have been and are being committed in Eastern zone 
concentration camps, k careful record is being kept of all Soviet 
officials and their conduct in the camps as viell as a list of 'lermon 
Spitzel (informers) operating either inside of the camps or cuusin:;- 
the arrest of Germans in the Eastern zone. 


li d to Victima 

A third department, led by Siegfri 
in "ebruary 19k9 to give advice and a i c'- '* ITo 
the Eastern zone, 



h ul t z , was organized 
victims of inhumanity frcm 


His chief function is to remain in contact with 
official and private welfare agencies in order to arrar pe special assis 
tance to persons deserving aid. ilnce the means of R-’riin welfare 
a; encies are very limited, the Kampfgruppye is anxious to provide direct 
relief to persons who have lost everything as a result of opposing the 
Soviet regime in Eastern Germany, The Kumpfgruppo also wishes to help 
the immediate members of families in the Eastern Zone ivhere the head 
the family has^^been take’-' ayray^^ NIl/T; agents, 

"called an operations section is headed by a 
ff ma nn . be donducts all important interrogations of 
form'-’,r ccntfen-. ration camp inmates. He also maintains close contact 
’’ith persons i the Soviet Zone who have volunteered to work for the 
Kampfgruppe. One miight say that he is building up an underground re- 
sistance m.ovement in the Soviet Zone. Hoffmann is largely responsible 
for the distrib-ation of 'T" (for freedon) literature in the Soviet Zone 
'■is workers also paint the F symbol at prominent places in the zone 
and supply the Kampfgruppe with names and addresses of Spitzel, vfhioh 
are then broadcast over RI'lS to warn other Germans. 
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Publicity 

Eventually the rCampfgruppe intends tc create a press section, 
hut at present I.r, Hildehrandt is taking care of this field. The Group 
has been very active in spreading information about conditions in the 
Eastern zone, ii'ost of the press releases appear in the form of h brief 
statement, Longe" articles usually describe mass meetings put on by 
the Kampf gruppe , Pamphlets include: "Auch das ist raeutschland*' (That 

too is Germany) and "Auch ich waehlte die B'roihelt" (I too Chose Freedom). 
'■•oVr contain detailed information on Soviet Zone concentration camps, 

A four -page propaganda sheet intended .primarily for the Soviet Zone 
bo-irs the title: "■iiderstand I Gin ^ort -an flie 'Jnterdrueckten der 

Ostzone" (hcsistancel A .'ord to the Oppressed in tho Soviet Zone) v/hich 
calls for activs political resista.nce to the totalitarian '’'ast Zone 
govorn.r'ent . In the near future Dr. ?-"ildebrandt plans tc write a book 
similar tc Kogen'-U "SS Sta.at" on Soviet Zone concentration camps. 

Financi al Support 

In his application for tho. Kampfgruppc license L'r, Hlldebr.andt 
menticned that the only source o.f.' funds is from a slight charge made 
for the search service (1,00 I' ’ per person) and money obtained from- 
publications. It is believed th.at the cit')^ government, through its 
vrelf're departmont, also makes some contributions. Recently CRALCG 
was asked to assist the Kampfgruppe by making food packages av.ailablo. 

It ‘"/ould seem dasirable, if further lid is given the Rampfgruppe ,fran 
.k?T’?rican sources, that a way be found to determine tho total income of 
the IGampfgruppc from all kno'/m sources .and th 't a system he set up for 
a regular accounting of the same, '/hilo there is no reason at present 
to suspect that funds arc goi.ng into private hands, the present loose 
S''‘3tem readily lends itself to abuse. 

.Future of t ho Kampfgruppe 

The Kampfgruppe, in spite of its uncort.ain financial status, 
is a growing operation ’’^hich is cap.abl.a of e>:p-ansion in several direc- 
ti "-ns . Cnc possibility, which it is nov^ actively promoting, is that 
it may become an information service of the Fonn' government , specifically 
for the lain is try of All-Gorman Affairs (Ministorium fur ges ■^mt-deutsche 
Eragen) . Another possibility is t.i-.:t it may develop into a doviet Zone 
underground with the purpose of bringing about a united G.-rmary, A 
third possihilitv, vrhich is suggested h-v the first two Kampfgrupipc 
principles mentioned above, is that the Kampfgruppa mirht at some later 
date enlargn on its present scope in tho lO is torn zone nd o.spouse the 
c.ausG, for e.:ample, of th i oxpolloes from the ;ast arho would ho des- 
cribed as living unc er inhumane conditions in 'fostern Germany, v/ith the 
obvious implication that the US is l.argnly at .f.ault, Thnre is no rea- 
son to holiavo that th.o K'lmpfgruppc is particularly friendly to tho US. 
ssontially it is composed of Germ.ans whose primary interest i.s thadr 
j'yn country and ’.'rtio would not hesitate in the least to u.se the charge 
of "inhumanity" <?.s a political woapon diractod against tho US, At 
the presort time, hov/evor, the Kmnpfgruppe is a useful instrument in 
the os tern struggle against Communism. 
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